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20 January 2010
TYRE AND BRAKE SAFETY CHECKS

Drivers have been advised to check their tyres and brakes following the recent heavy snow in Somerset.

Road safety experts say icy conditions and the grit and salt spread to keep major routes open to traffic can cause excessive wear to tyres and affect the performance of brakes. 

Terry Beale of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership, said: “Drivers should make a visual inspection of tyres to check there is sufficient tread and there are no cuts or jagged stones in the tyre casing.

“If they feel their brakes are not as effective as normal, they should get them checked out by their garage.”

Mr Beale praised motorists for their driving during the recent snow.
“The vast majority of motorists drove very sensibly and followed the advice we gave. As a result there were very few incidents on the roads,” he said.

Now that the snow has cleared, Mr Beale appealed to everyone to continue to drive with the same level of caution and keep within speed limits.

“While the dangers are not as obvious as in the snow, driving conditions in winter can be treacherous especially in poor light and with wet roads,” he said.

For further information contact Terry Beale of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership on 0844 980 0028

The Somerset Road Safety Partnership was launched in September 2006 to bring together the extensive experience and expertise of a number of organisations to reduce casualty rates, create safer communities and improve the quality of life for all residents and visitors to Somerset.

The partners include Somerset County Council, Avon and Somerset Constabulary, Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service, NHS Trusts, Highways Agency and Safecam (Safety Camera Partnership).
