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28 January 2010
STUDENTS GET CHANCE TO WIN NEW CAR

Somerset students will be handed roses and the chance to win a brand new car – in a road safety promotion in the run up to St Valentine’s Day.

The roses and cards will be handed out to students at local colleges as part of the on-going campaign to reduce the number of young drivers being killed and seriously injured on the county’s roads.

The students will also get the opportunity to sign up to an exciting new initiative with a brand new Renault Clio as the first prize.  

Road safety experts will be visiting the following colleges on - 

· Monday Feb 8 – Yeovil College, YEOVIL, from 10.30am to 2pm
· Tuesday Feb 9 – Somerset College, TAUNTON, 11am – 2pm

· Wednesday Feb 10 - Bridgwater College, BRIDGWATER, 10am – 2pm

· Thursday Feb 11 – Richard Huish College, TAUNTON,  10am - 2pm

· Friday Feb 12 – Strode College, STREET,  10.30am – 2pm 

Reporters, photographers and camera crews are invited to attend any of the above events – and test their own driving skills on a driving simulator.

During the past three years 25 young people, between the ages of 17 and 24, have died in road accidents in Somerset, with another 198 being seriously injured. Almost a third of all car casualties on local roads are in this age group. 

The Somerset Road Safety Partnership runs a number of campaigns, throughout the year, to highlight the need for newly qualified drivers to take additional training courses.

2

The latest of these is Max Control, which awards credits to young drivers, who undertake a series of events designed to be fun and improve their driving skills.

Those who accumulate the most credits by mid June will be entered into the grand final.

The overall winner – the person with the most credits - will be crowned Somerset’s Champion Young Driver and presented with the new Renault Clio.

Max Control is open to anyone who is under 25 by next August, lives in Somerset and holds a valid car driving licence.  Entry is free and there is no charge for some of the activities. Although there is a fee for some of them, none is compulsory.

Rina Cameron of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership said:  “Students who sign up to Max Control when we visit colleges in the run up to St Valentine’s Day will get an extra 50 credits, with another 50 if they introduce a friend. “  

A full list of Max Control activities, and details of how to enter, can be found on the website – www.maxcontrol.org.uk
For further information contact Rina Cameron of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership on 0844 980 0028

The Somerset Road Safety Partnership was launched in September 2006 to bring together the extensive experience and expertise of a number of organisations to reduce casualty rates, create safer communities and improve the quality of life for all residents and visitors to Somerset.

The partners include Somerset County Council, Avon and Somerset Constabulary, Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service, NHS Trusts, Highways Agency and Safecam (Safety Camera Partnership).

