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April 9 2010
FREE CHILD CAR SEAT CHECKS

Safety checks have revealed that two thirds of child seats in cars are the wrong type or incorrectly fitted, putting children’s lives at risk. 

So the Somerset Road Safety Partnership has arranged a number of special events in Bridgwater, Frome, Minehead, Taunton and Yeovil at which parents will be able to get expert advice – free of charge - on the selection and fitting of child car seats.

The events will be held, between 10am and 2pm, on – 

· Monday 19 April  at  Asda, Yeovil
· Tuesday 20 April  at  Mothercare/Halfords, Hankridge,  Taunton

· Wednesday 21 April  at Morrisons, Broadway, Bridgwater
· Thursday 22 April  at Tesco, Minehead
· Friday  23 April  at  Sainsburys, Frome
These events will be attended by experts who will be able to give advice, answer questions and explain the child safety seat laws.

Children spend a great deal of time in cars, being taken to school, to various activities or on outings, so it is essential that they are given the best possible protection when travelling.

Selecting the correct child seat for the car and the age of the child, and ensuring it is fitted properly is essential.

Previous checks have shown that many seats are the wrong size, not compatible with the vehicle or are badly fitted.
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The law requires all children travelling in cars use the correct child restraint until they are 12 years old or 135cm in height.

Babies should be placed in rear- facing seats although these should never be used on the front seat of a car which has an active frontal airbag.
Older children should use front-facing seats or booster cushions, according to their age and weight.

Under the law, the driver is legally responsible for ensuring that children in the car are correctly restrained. 

Full details of the child seat belt legislation can be found on the Somerset Road Safety Partnership’s website www.roadsafetysomerset.org.uk 
For further information please contact the Somerset Road Safety Partnership on 0844 980 00 28. 
