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May 5 2010

FAST TRACK TO SAFETY
Somerset motorcyclists will get the chance to take to the race track at an event to be held on May 26.

Rider Performance, which is being staged at the Castle Combe race circuit, has been designed to give riders the skills and knowledge to get the maximum enjoyment from their motorcycling.

The event, organised by the Somerset Road Safety Partnership, is a very different approach to rider development and safety giving motorcyclists a chance to sharpen their machine handling skills in a safe environment.

Topics covered will include cornering, braking, collision avoidance and overtaking – all under the watchful eye of Nurburgring instructors, club racers and highly qualified motorcycle experts.

There will also be a number of workshops covering observation, planning, attitude and motorcycle maintenance and setup.

Although motorcyclists are less than two per cent of road users, they account for more than 25 per cent of the casualties on local roads.

During the past two years 18 motorcyclists have died on Somerset‘s roads and 109 have been seriously injured – the majority of them on bikes over 500cc.

Somerset Road Safety Partnership’s co-ordinator for motorcycling Jim Newman, said: “Motorcycling is a great way to travel, whether to commute to work or simply for leisure but motorcyclists are extremely vulnerable on our increasingly busy roads.
“This event has been designed to give them the opportunity to learn new bike handling skills – in the most enjoyable way.”
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Rider Performance has proved extremely popular, particularly with riders of the larger sports bikes, although there are a few places still available. 
There are ere are still a few places 

More information on Rider Performance, and the extensive range of additional training available to motorcyclists, can be found on the Somerset Road Safety Partnership website www.roadsafetysomerset.org.uk  

The partnership was launched in September 2006 to bring together the extensive experience and expertise of a number of organisations to reduce casualty rates, create safer communities and improve the quality of life for all residents and visitors to Somerset.

The partners include Somerset County Council, Avon and Somerset Constabulary, Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service, NHS Trusts, Highways Agency and Safecam (Safety Camera Partnership).

For further information contact Jim Newman at Somerset Road Safety Partnership on 0844 980 0028. 
