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  May 14 2010

CONTRACT FOR LIFE

More than 10,000 Somerset students have now seen an emotive presentation aimed at reducing the high number of young people being killed and seriously injured on the county’s roads.

The “Contract for Life” presentation is based around a graphic DVD depicting a real crash.

The students hear from those affected by a serious crash, including a victim, the families and the police, paramedics and fire and rescue officers who attended the scene.   

The inter-active presentation has been produced by the Somerset Road Safety Partnership in conjunction with the Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service and the Avon and Somerset Constabulary.
Uniformed officers from the police and fire and rescue service attend the presentations at local schools and colleges to engage in a conversation with the students about all aspects of road safety.

A third of all car casualties on the roads of Somerset involve young people. During the past three years 25 people in the 17 to 24 age group have died and 194 have been seriously injured on local roads.

The aim of “Contract for Life” is to highlight the consequences of a collision not just for the driver but also for the innocent victims, including passengers, pedestrians and other road users.

Dick Bowen of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership said: “This highly praised presentation makes young people think about the possible consequences of their behaviour and the fact that it is not just their own lives which are being put at risk but also those of their passengers and other road users.

“The choices they make in a vehicle, just a few moments of thoughtlessness, could lead to a tragic crash which will haunt them for the rest of their lives.
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“We hope that the hard hitting content of “Contract for Life” and the partnership approach will influence young drivers and make them more road safety conscious.”

The Somerset Road Safety Partnership was formed by Somerset County Council, police, the fire and rescue service and the NHS, to reduce road casualties through education, engineering and enforcement.    

Information about the Partnership and its casualty reduction campaigns can be found on its website – www.roadsafetysomerset.org.uk  

For further information contact Dick Bowen or Terry Beale of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership on 0844-980-0028 

