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SOMERSET’S CHAMPION YOUNG DRIVER

Twenty year old Jos Bennett has won a brand new car after being crowned Somerset’s Champion Young Driver.

The Renault Clio car, with a year’s free insurance, was the top prize in the Max Control competition devised by the Somerset Road Safety Partnership as part of its on-going campaign to reduce the number of young people being killed and injured on local roads.

Drivers, under the age of 25, gained credits for taking part in a number of driving challenges, including driving on a skid pan, go-karting, off-roading, and advanced driving assessments by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) and the Institute of Advanced Motorists, all designed to improve their knowledge and skills. 
The ten drivers gaining most credits went through to the final and after a series of practical and theory tests, the champion young driver was selected.

Joss, a quantity surveyor, from Over Stowey, near Bridgwater, said: “I am absolutely over the moon to have won this competition. I still can’t believe it.
“The driving challenges were great fun but, at the same time, you learned a great deal about handling a car.  I am sure as a result I am a better driver. “

Dick Bowen, manager of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership, said: “I congratulate Joss on winning this competition.

“While there can only be one overall winner, the hundreds of young people who took part in this competition will have improved their driving skills and road craft and that could prove even more valuable one day. It could save their life. “  
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The Max Control competition was launched because of concern about the high number of road deaths and injuries among young people. Almost a third of all car casualties on local roads are in the 17 to 24 age group.
The Somerset Road Safety Partnership is urging all young people to take further training after passing their driving test.

The Max Control competition was funded entirely by a grant from the Speed Choice educational programme, which provides money for local road safety initiatives, and there was no cost to council taxpayers. 

For further information contact Rina Cameron of the Somerset Road Safety Partnership on 0844 980 0028

